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the present Pope is very well known to be a friend ot 
the Jesuit order. And in this foreign attack on your 
common schools you have an exhibition of disloyal 
secret oaths setting up a power within a power 
and introducing here actual alien authority. Now 
I say that to this secret Jesuit authority 
Americans are not going to submit. 

Cardinal Manning, of London, himself well 
understanding the power of the secret organization 
of the Roman Catholic Church, says,—and he 
says this in public to a collection of Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastics—"It is your mission, holy 
fathers, to drag down, to bend the will of an im- 
perial race." I say from Chicago here, the city of 
the great lakes, to Cardinal Manning, that we have 
now, thank God, no slave, and no king on this 
continent, and that we shall never go into bond- 
age to any king or prelate on the other side of the 
sea. But you are in danger of having quite a 
struggle on that matter because you are in mys- 
tery as to the nature of the oath-bound organiza- 
tion. 

WHAT OF FREEMASONRY ? 
Now, in the few minutes left me, what shall I 

say of Freemasonry ? It is an oath-bound secret 
organization. There are many good men in it. 
It has not been guilty of high crimes and misde- 
meanors, as Mormonism has been, as Clan-na- 
Gaelism has been, as Jesuitism has been ; and yet 
it was asserted at the time of the Morgan excite- 
ment that the skirts of Freemasonry were dipped 
in blood. I think we know pretty well what Fiee- 
masonry is. I am not a bit curious about the 
secrets that are said not to be discovered. There is 
a certain childishness about the pretense ot scripture 
and Freemasonry that amuse3 me. We understand 
thoroughly well what Freemasonry is, and many of 
us who have friends, in tin: organization dislike to hear 
the]full mischief of secret oaths discussed; but where 
does this Vermont scythe swing? The Vermont rule 
repealed the charter ol one of these Grand Lodges. 
She took away from each chapter of that State all 
power to hold property. The law was aimed at 
Freemasonry as well as at other organizations; 
aimed chiefly at Freemasonry in 1833. That law, 
if carried out everywhere, would sweep Freema- 
sonry off this country. 

Well, you would say a good deal of good would 
be struck oil. It is a benevolent society. It 
takes care of a good many people. Freemasonry 
confines its benefactions to its own members, and 
unless you pay up your dues and take thee de- 
grees you don't get a handsome burial. It is not 
certain your widow will get much attention. On 
the whole, the benefactions of .Freemasonry do not 
amount to a third part of the fees paid in by the 
different members. It is said that Odd fellowship 
is a more benevolent institution than Freemasonry. 
I think, on the whole, that each of these organiza- 
tions can afford to be tolerably benevolent to its 
own members. They take in so large an amount 
that they may well give out a small amount. I do 
most solemnly believe that all the good that Free- 
masons and Oddfellows do might be accomplished 
without any secrecy at all. 1 have no objections 
to their benevolent purposes. I have no objetiou 
to several minor principles. But hear the facts 
ascertained on legal evidence. Remember that we 
knew pretty well before we had legal evidence in 
the case of Mormanism, just as in Freemasonry. 

One of the Masonic authorities (he is a leading 
member and sometimes called the Poet Laureate) 
is quoted by Prof. King as having said that in 
1830 many of the Masons then in the land aban- 
doned their lodges, and by so doing substantially 
confessed that Morgan's account ot the oaths and 
ceromonies was correct. Think of forty-five out 
of every fifty abandoning the lodges after that 
exposure! That has been one of the most stu- 
pendous pieces of testimony ever given concern- 
ing the oath's of Freemasonry. I don't care what 
the phraseology is,—there may be dispute about 
that. There are actions that speak louder than 
words,—honest men going out of Freemasonry 
because it has been practically admitted that cer- 
tain revelations concerning it were correct. Well, 
we have had adhering Masons three or four times 
give testimony in the courts as to the character 
of their oaths. We have had seceding Mormons do 
this again and again, so that there is in existence 
actual good legal evidence as to the character of 
these oaths. Now, I suppose it to be uncontro- 
verted and uncontrovertable that the oaths are 
such as the law does not call for. They would 
be all buried by the Vermont test. Swing that 
scythe and you cut down all these Masonic oaths, 
because they are not called for by the law. 

A SCHOOL OF TREA80N. 
You now and then get very frank expressions 

from some Masonic official. You find, for in- 
stance, an official of a Grand Lodge in Missouri 
saying in his report of 1867 : 

"Not only do we know no North, no South, no East, no West, 
but we know no government save) our own,  To every government 

save that of Masonry, and to each and all alike, we are foreigners. 
We are a nation of men bound to each other only by Masonic 
ties, as citizens of the world, and that world the world of 
Masonry ; brethren to each other all the world over ; foreigners 
to all the world besides." 

Now if that is not buncombe and braggadocio, 
it is treason. Perhaps it is both. It would not 
mean much if an illbalanced man, some Masonic 
writer, were to utter sentiments of that sort ; but 
every now and then sentiments of that sort crop 
out and they are not repudiated. They are adopt- 
ed and printed and scattered all over the land. I 
say the time has come when we must notice such 
things as that. And, if taken in the spirit of the 
extract, it is disloyal, it is dangerous to society. 
If it is anything but mere brass, it might lead to 
blood. I have several extracts of similar tenor 
here before me which I will not pause to trouble 
you with, as other speakers have enlarged upon 
this topic. 

What I maintain emphatically is that Masonry 
in itself thus sets up certain standards which can- 
not safely be recognized by loyal men, I do not 
say the Masons arc disloyal, many of them. A 
great many of them take the first oaths without 
knowing what comes with the other oaths. The 
idea of that double kind of humiliation ! - Taking 
an oath that you don't quito understand, and 
talcing an oath not to reveal secrets that have not 
been revealed to you ! That is tying a noose 
around your neck with your own hands. It is a 
degree of humiliation that I cannot conceive of a 
person of manliness submitting to. How they do 
it I don't know ; but they do it. 

THE GILDING OF THE LODGE OATH. 

Take the religious side of this. It is said, and 
it is denied, thas the name of the Lord is excluded 
from the reading Scriptures in the Masonic lodges 
and from prayers in the presence of Masonic 
saints. It is affirmed distinctly that the name of 
Christ is always shut out on these occasions. 
Here 1 hold in my hand the order of exercise tor 
initiation of a member in a certain lodge, and 
among hymns which are given here you have 
some with distinctly Christian titles : "My faith 
looks up to thee," "Near the cross,'' "Lead kindly 
light," and one entitled "Christ our passover." 
The pill is gilded and by opening the mouth wide 
and shutting the eyes tight enough you can swal- 
low it, even if you ace a minister. But for one, I 
don't envy the condition of the stomach that is 
filled with medicine of that kind. I don't think 
the breath of the Gospel would be sweet when the 
Gospel is preached Tter a mass of those nauseating 
ingredients have bi B) swallowed by the pastor. 

Now, I beg everybody's pardon. I respect a 
great many preachers who are in Masonic lodges. 
I think they are good men, these men who don't 
wish to divide their parishes and cannot be in- 
duced to speak out on this subject. I am a lec- 
turer. There are no deacons in my church, there 
are no parishes to be divided. That is one of the 
privileges of a lecturer, that is one of the duties 
of an independent platform. Not that they don't 
dare to say it, because they arc as brave a class 
as society possesses, but their arc proprieties 
which the preacher must observe which lecturers 
have not to regard. 

Mr. Emerson says that the creed of Episcopacy 
in England is that by faith you are saved. Now, 
I know that there arc some people, some very 
excellent people, who believe that by the good 
things in Freemasonry we are saved. I don't 
think, that is a safe creed. I do not say that 
Freemasonry teaches nothing but deism. I do 
not know that Freemasonry denies revelation, but 
I suppose it eliminates some things from the New 
Testament when it uses extracts before a lodge. 

Many will say, go into a lodge. There are a 
hundred who are not church members in that 
lodge ; you may do good there. The more church- 
men of you who are there the less likeky the lodge 
is to do mischief. 

But you are bound hand and foot to measures 
that you must detest, and your oaths make it im- 
portant for you to submit to the majority. How 
are you to maintain your Christian conduct? 
Many of you leave when you find the lodges going 
in un-Christian courses. Why can't you help 
keep young men from going into the paths that 
you find so rough ? Why can't you open your 
lips and say to all who are out, stay out. If 
Euripides were here he would advise those who 
are out to stay out. If Socrates were hero he 
would advise you to stay out. But if the Apos- 
tles were here what would they say ? They would 
say, "Give no offence let the ministry be not 
blamed." If Christ, our Lord, were here what 
would he say ? "I spake ever openly ; in secret I 
have said nothing." 

I part lrom you, therefore, with a single ex- 
hortation. Let those who are outside of oath- 
bound secret societies stay out. I exhort you to 
stay out in the name of patriotism, stay out in 
the name of personal influence, in the name ot 

Christianity. And to you who are inside oath-bound 
organizations I say, Come out as patriots, come 
out as Christians, come out as unmanacled men. 

experience; but 

A Remedy. 
In response to brethren Swihart's and Hol- 

singer's articles I would offer the following: 
I fully believe in Congregationalism. My 

reasons are, first : That it is according to the 
Gospel. Second: That it has been successful 
above all others. Examples ; the Baptist denom- 
ination, which outstrips all others in growth, and 
the Episcopal. One congregational, the other an 
Episcopacy. 

My second propisition is, that there is no danger 
from a congregational system of church govern- 
ment. I do not doubt nor dispute that there are 
dangers attending the Brethren church. There 
are. I see it in my own church 
we may differ as to the nature and remedy. 

The only danger to the Brethren church/hi; my 
view, is not a lack of government, but a lack of 
doctrine. Let us explain, by citing a cas« in our 
history as a church. 

We have a very excellent and useful member in 
our church, who we wi'l call Mrs. Smith. She had 
been raised and educated a Methodist. She came 
into our church, but struck the rock of feet wash- 
ing. She believed it taught humility, but was 
not to be practiced. We strove with her in vain. 
She could not and would not accept it. Now had 
we not had in our church enough of the bred and 
born Dunkardiem, we would have put our wise 
heads together and said : "Well we can't afford to 
lose Mrs. Smith, so we will not insist on it." And 
instead of bringing her up to the Gospel standard, 
as we have one, we would have brought the church 
down to her. This is the danger, and the only 
danger that I fear. But in the light of our past 
experience, I fear brother Swihart's plan might be 
more dangerous than any other danger. 

Now my remedy. 1st. Every church should be 
chartered. This is extremely important, and 
should never be neglected. Byan incorporation 
setting forth the distinctive doctrine of the church, 
secures to those who practice and maintain that 
doctrine, the property, etc. Do not neglect this if 
you wish to save trouble. 

2nd. Then letjjthcre be a national associate n t 
the Brethren church. 

Every church practicing and maintaining t he~c 
principles, shall be en Lit led to vT'pro^otttalWf , 
say one ministerial and two lay delegates. And I 
would suggest that an admission fee of jflO.O'.' to 
§20.00 be charged for each church entering the 
association, the same to be used for the founding 
and establishing a church publication and mission, 
or church extensien society. 

The association to meet 6ay yearly, to transact 
such business as may come before it, and to have 
a general supervision of that work. Before such 
convention any church which fails to liye up to its 
charter may be reported, tried and if convicted 
dropped from the association. And any minister 
who may be found guilty by his church, of acts 
unbecoming to a minister, may be debarrcu from 
the association. 

There is no way to bind so closely together as 
by a money interest. Let each pay a fee to come 
into the association. They will then lea a deeper 
interest in the general welfare, and the question of 
where to get money for publishing house, etc. 
would be speedily settled. 

I would also encourage the forming of state 
associations, and commend the Pacific Brethren 
for the start they have made. The state associa- 
tions  should  have  state  work especially in hand. 

No church should be formed without a constitu- 
tion and by-laws to govern the small detail of 
church work. 

I believe wo hayc as nearly a perfect charter 
and constitution, as sharp lawyers and shrewd 
business men, after weeks of deliberation could 
devise. Any church can have a copy of it for 
their use. 

I should also like to see the national association 
adopt a uniform printed certificate of membership 
lor the use of the churches. I know of an instance 
where a minister obtained a certificate from a 
brother minister without the churcht's knowledge 
or consent. This should not be. 

Now brethren you have my proposition. If 
any one has a better one to suggest you will find 
me ever ready to hear it gladly, for the success of 
the church is my prayer. 

E. E. ROBERTS. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The small writer gives the readers what they 
wish, the great writer what they want. 
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